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Meet your Site Director for LONDON! 

 

 

Name: Olivia Ghiz 

Hometown: Medway, MA  

Year graduated: 2016 

Major/Minor: Spanish, International 

Studies/Economics  

 

 

 

  

Things I enjoy doing… 

 Traveling and learning about different cultures 

 Tap dancing  

 Online geography quizzes  

 Going to the beach 

Why did I want to be a Site Director? 

 During my time at the College of Charleston, I discovered that I love helping first year 

students navigate the transition into college. I think studying abroad and getting outside of 

your comfort zone is crucial to the student experience, and iCharleston participants have 

the unique opportunity to do so early on. I believe it will allow them to approach their 

future academic and extracurricular experiences inquisitively and independently.  I am 

looking forward to serving as a Site Director in London to continue to support first year 

students, and make sure they get as much out of the experience as possible!  
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Things I did in college to prepare myself for the Site Director position: 

 Charleston 40 Tour Guide and Membership Coordinator  

 Honors College Peer Facilitator  

 Spanish Tutor in the Center for Student Learning  

 Peer Teacher for Spanish Conversation classes  

 Study abroad! 

 

Specific study abroad experiences I have had: 

 Semester abroad in Buenos Aires, Argentina  

 ‘Maymester’ in Havana, Cuba  

 Alternative Spring Break in Tegucigalpa, Honduras  

 

What I am most excited about regarding iCharleston 2016: 

I’m actually very excited that we will be traveling to the UK at such a momentous time. The 

iCharleston participants will get to witness a bit of history while we are there, and I think they will 

be able to have a truly authentic immersion experience! 

Favorite memory as a CofC student: 

My favorite memory from CofC was the day that I realized I might kind of like poetry. Senior year I 
had to switch my schedule around, and enrolled in my last choice Spanish literature class - poetry.  I 
hadn't enjoyed it very much in English classes, let alone in another language! Every night before 
class, I spent hours puzzling over the poems and looking up obscure vocabulary, completely 
confused.  Strangely enough halfway through the semester, I started to look forward to the class, I'd 
try to translate the poems and read them to friends, and it dawned on me: in the midst of my 
frustration, I ended up loving the class, and moreover, poetry. This is my favorite memory not 
because of my newfound appreciation for poetry, but because it is emblematic of my four years at 
the College of Charleston where I learned to challenge myself, and be open-minded about new 
experiences. 

 


