
iCharleston

London Pre-Departure 

Orientation 2019

Clare Woessner

FIE First Year Program Manager



Today we will cover:

o FIE: Who we are and what we do

o London in 2019: what to expect in your neighbourhood

o FIE Classrooms and Housing

o Prepping for the semester ahead

o Packing

o Arriving in London: Immigration, orientation

o Living in London: money, phones, health & safety, transportation

o Culture Shock

o Resources & Trivia 



o The Foundation for International Education (FIE)

o Non-profit organization founded in 1998

o Locations in London, Dublin, and Amman

o 50 partner US universities and colleges  

o Over 400 students last fall

o 3 Residence Halls and one Study Centre 
in South Kensington

o 24/7 staff coverage

o Partnered with College of Charleston 
since 2014

Foundation for International Education

@fiestudy_abroad



Foundation for International Education

o How do we work with our partners?

o Every FIE program is different

o Custom designed specifically for each institution (semester 

programs, summer programs, First Year programs)



Weôre proud of our 

Mission & Values!

Hereôs our Educational Mission:

o To provide high quality educational experiences to the global community

o Committed to the development of creative learning environments wherein an 

understanding of, and appreciation for, the privileges and responsibilities of 

international citizenship is fostered

o Driven by the belief that interaction between people of diverse cultures is the 

base upon which empathy among nations is built



Our Articulated Values

Å Knowledge and inclusivity

Å Ethics and human rights

Å Social and cultural reflection and action

Å Commitment to the environment

We Care About: 

Sustainability, Diversity & Inclusivity, and Social Justice



London in 2019

o London isé

o Colorful, vibrant, exciting, challenging, fabulous, free.

o The most multi-cultural city in the world, with one in three Londoners born 
outside the UK.

o The largest city in Europe with more than 8.7 million people.

o Center for arts and culture and the heart of the British social scene.

o Endlessly accessible by tube, bus and train.

o A gateway to the rest of Europe. 



Your neighbo(u)rhood:

South Kensington


